
Learning activities in Primary school



This year, 2015 marks the 400th Anniversary
of the Martyrdom in Glasgow of St John Ogilvie.

St John Ogilvie, Scotland’s only Catholic saint and martyr gave his life in 
witness to his Faith and forgave his accusers and those who took his life.

He is a great witness to Christian life. His story reminds us of the 
importance of religious tolerance and freedom.



John Ogilvie 
was born in Scotland  near the 

town of Keith
in Banffshire.

Can you see Banff on the map?

The town of Keith is close by.

Perhaps later - using

- you could check 
how far the town of Keith is from 

where you live.



Family and Friends

Much of the details of John Ogilvie’s life is lost in 
the midst of time but we know that he was born on  

or very close to the year 1579.

He was raised as a Calvinist (later to be known as the 
Presbyterian faith) by his family.

When he was 13 years old, John was sent by his 
family to be educated in Europe.

Imagine if, after Primary 7, you had to travel to 
Belgium and France for schooling.

What would you miss most about home? 



Sir Walter’s father, James 
(John Ogilvie’s grandfather)

had been treasurer to Mary 
Queen of Scots.

John Ogilvie was the son of a
wealthy Scottish landowner, Sir Walter Ogilvie.

It is thought that his uncle George Elphinstone was 
one of the first Scots to join the Society of Jesus,  
known as the Jesuits, a Catholic order of priests and 
brothers, who preached and taught the Catholic 
Faith across Europe.





John Ogilvie’s Journey to Faith

John Ogilvie studied in Germany, France and Italy, 
and engaged in the debates about religion which 

divided many lands.

After listening to many learned men, he became 
convinced that the Catholic Faith was the true 

faith.

Then, after much prayer and thought, and feeling 
called by God, John Ogilvie decided to become
a Roman Catholic and then to study to become a 
priest. He went to study at the Scots College in 

Rome, Regensburg in Germany
and a Jesuit seminary in Central Europe

(now known as the Czech Republic).



St John Ogilvie 
was inspired

by these words
from 

the First letter 
to Timothy.

How can you 
witness to truth 

in your life?



St John Ogilvie 
was inspired

by these words
from the 
Gospel of 
Matthew.

How can you 
help to bear the 

burdens of people 
that you meet 

every day?



BACK TO SCOTLAND
After his ordination as a Jesuit priest, 

John Ogilvie eventually persuaded
the Society of Jesus, the Jesuits,

to let him return to Scotland 
after a lengthy absence of 22 years.

He wanted to support the faith of the 
Catholics of Scotland who were being 

persecuted at that time.

He had to return in disguise and he 
assumed the identity of John Watson, a 

former soldier and horse dealer.

In November 1613, John Ogilvie returned
to Scotland, landing at the Port of Leith,

near Edinburgh.

In the world today, many are persecuted for their beliefs.
Pray for those people that they may be free to practise their faith.



A Jesuit in disguise
Fr John Ogilvie spent the winter of 1613 in the north of Scotland, where 
those who secretly kept to the Catholic Faith gave him shelter.

Many noble families, such as the Earl of Huntly established a secret chamber 
in their homes in which a priest could hide. This sort of hiding place was 
known as a ‘priest hole’. Many people risked their lives and imprisonment to be 
allowed to celebrate  Mass.

Compared to Scottish Catholics at the time of 
John Ogilvie, today we have religious freedom.

Do you think we make the most of this?



Traquair House in the Scottish Borders
has a “priest hole”. 

The family there (of the The Earl of Traquair) 
continued to support priests in their mission,

despite persecution.

Can you find Traquair House on 
a map?



Edinburgh bound

In the New Year of 1614, Fr John Ogilvie travelled to Edinburgh.
At that time some prominent Catholic noblemen were imprisoned in Edinburgh 

Castle, so he risked capture to go there. 

Despite the risks to his own safety, Fr John Ogilvie managed 
to enter the castle and comfort the Catholics imprisoned 
there. His kindness and humanity were a great comfort to 

those who suffered for their faith.



After a trip to London to try to gain more tolerance for Catholics 
in the practice of their faith,

Fr Ogilvie returned to Paris to discuss the progress of 
His mission in Scotland.

Although this was dangerous, 
Fr Ogilvie returned to Scotland, ministering to noble families in

Renfrewshire who remained secret Catholics.

He also travelled between Edinburgh and Glasgow, saying Mass, hearing 
Confessions, encouraging and supporting people to practise their faith.



CAPTURE & DEATH
On the 4th October 1614, Fr John Ogilvie was betrayed and captured. 

After five long months of imprisonment and mistreatment, he was hanged near 
the Tron in Glasgow.

At the end of his life he was forgiving to his accusers - yet resolute in his faith

(This painting by Peter Howson portrays St John Ogilvie just before his martyrdom.
You can see it in St Andrew’s Cathedral in Glasgow.)



St John Ogilvie forgave his 
executioners and kissed the gallows.
His last act was to throw his rosary 

into the crowd. 

It was caught by a travelling nobleman 
who eventually became Catholic.

All who witnessed the event were 
astonished by his calm serenity

despite his sufferings.

Perhaps you could pray a decade of 
The Rosary for all who suffer for their 

faith.

(This stained glass window of St John Ogilvie is in 
the Scots College in Rome. Can you see the rosary?)



Consider making a rosary or Monstrance 
decoration in honour of St John Ogilvie.



The National Shrine to St John Ogilvie is in St Aloysius’ Church Garnethill.

The Parish is in the care of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits)

St John Ogilvie was also a Jesuit priest.

To do:
Visit the church and light a candle to the memory of our Scottish saint and martyr.



You might like to buy a
copy of this little booklet.



Coverage of RERC E/Os & TIOF Core Learning



E&O P2 RERC 1-02a
I can share my awareness of what makes me a unique child who has 
been given gifts from God.

Core learning: I understand that we can give, as well as receive love 
and that we can use our personal talents to grow in relationship with others. 

How can you use YOUR gifts
to build up the faith of others, as St John 

Ogilvie did?



E&O P2 RERC 1-10a
I have examined the role of the Holy Spirit in my life and in the lives of 
others. 

Core learning:
I recognise that the Holy Spirit helped Mary, the Mother of Jesus and the 

saints to say “Yes” to God in their lives. 

After hearing the life of St John Ogilvie, 
how can you show patience and kindness to other people’s beliefs?



E&O P2 RERC 1-10a
I have examined the role of the Holy Spirit in my life and in the lives 
of others. 

Core learning:
I recognise that the Holy Spirit helps me to say yes to God in the choices I 

make in my life.

Ask St John Ogilvie
to guide your choices

through his faithfulness
and courage. 



E&O P3 RERC 1- 19a
I know that the Holy Spirit strengthens my faith and the faith of the 
saints and I have reflected on how the stories of the Saints can inspire 
me to live a more Christian life. 

Core learning: 
I know that we are called to be saints and that God sends us his Holy Spirit to help us. 



E&O P3 RERC 1- 19a
I know that the Holy Spirit strengthens my faith and the faith of the 
saints and I have reflected on how the stories of the Saints can inspire 
me to live a more Christian life. 

Core learning: 
I know that the Holy Spirit has inspired many saints, both known and unknown, 

and that we celebrate their lives on the feast of All Saints (1 November). 

We are called to be a holy people 
who follow Jesus closely.

We do this by meeting Jesus in 
Scripture and Sacrament

and in love of God and our neighbour.

The Holy Spirit helps us to become 
our best selves, ever more in the 

likeness of Jesus – like saints.
What can we learn from the 

life and death of St John Ogilvie?



P4 RERC 1-19a
I know that the Holy Spirit strengthens my faith and the faith of the 
saints and I have reflected on how the stories of the Saints can inspire 

me to live a more Christian life

Core learning: I know that we are called to be saints and that God sends us his Holy 
Spirit to help us. 

Pray to the Holy Spirit to guide your choices
- just as St John Ogilvie, did caring for others. 



P4 RERC 1-19a
I know that the Holy Spirit strengthens my faith and the faith of the saints

and I have reflected on how the stories of the Saints
can inspire me to live a more Christian life. 

key vocabulary: Holy Spirit, Saints 

Discuss in pairs how the example of 
St John Ogilvie can teach us about

forgiveness of wrongs.



P5 RERC 2-06b Son of God
I have examined the role of Jesus as teacher and healer and I have reflected 
on how His words and actions influence my own life and the lives of others.

Core learning:
I know that Jesus called the disciples to follow him: The call of the first 4 

disciples (Mark 1:16-20)

St John Ogilvie 
was inspired 

to follow Jesus as
a Catholic 

and a priest.

How can you 
follow Jesus

in your daily life? 



E&O P5 RERC 2-15 a

Core learning:
I can recognise that Mary is honoured as the first of all believers. 

I can recognise Mary's significance within the Catholic tradition and I 
know that celebrating her feast days and praying to God through Mary 
can enrich my life. 

Mary was the first to say 
“yes “ to God.

Therefore she is honoured
as the first of all

Christian believers.

Looking at the example 
of St John Ogilvie,

how can you say ”yes” 
to God in your life?



E&O P6 RERC 2-19a
I know that the Holy Spirit strengthens my faith and the faith of the saints

and I have reflected on how the stories of the Saints can inspire me 
to live a more Christian life. 

Core learning:
I have been given opportunities to familiarise myself with images of the saints (statues, 
pictures, icons) studied in school, and know that saints are models of Christian life and 
that they can intercede to God on my behalf. 

Choose a saint 
and make

a scrap-book 
of different images

of him/her.

Include statues
and medals.

Pray to your patron
Saint.



Scottish Saints: St John Ogilvie



E&O P7 RERC 2-19a
I know that the Holy Spirit strengthens my faith and the faith of the saints, 

and I have reflected on how the stories of the saints can inspire me
to live a more Christian life.

Core learning: 
I know that we are called to be saints and that God sends us His Holy Spirit to help us.

The saints are our older brother and sisters in the faith:
How does St John Ogilvie inspire you?



E&O P7 RERC 2-22a
I recognise how my relationship to God and others can be shaped by the values of 
Jesus’ Kingdom. 

Core learning: 
I have reflected prayerfully on St Paul’s hymn to love (1 Corinthians 13: 1-13) and I can recognise how 

these words give me courage and inspiration to follow God’s call to grow in love. 

Reflect on St Paul’s hymn to Love when thinking about 
the life and death of St John Ogilvie.



E&O P7 RERC 2-22a
I recognise how my relationship to God and others can be shaped by the 
values of Jesus’ Kingdom.

Core learning:
I have reflected prayerfully on St Paul’s hymn to love (1 Corinthians 13: 1-13) and I can recognise 

how these words give me courage and inspiration to follow God’s call to grow in love. 

Listen prayerfully to this passage, perhaps with some gentle music playing in the background: 

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; 
as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 

For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete 
comes, the partial will come to an end. 

When I was a child, I spoke like a child,
I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 

when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways.

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. 
Now I know only in part;

then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 

and the greatest of these is love.



St John Ogilvie S.J. devoted 
his life to The Eucharist and 

worked for religious freedom and
the care of persecuted Catholics.

In his death he witnessed 
to the forgiveness of God 
and calls us to love God 

and love our neighbour with 
kindness and mercy.

St John Ogilvie, pray for us.


